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Charles County Garden Club of Maryland

]’:rom Mg Desk to Yours

Summer is Nature’s way of saying “LETS PARTY”!
Dear Fabulous Ladies,

Summer is on it's way. We will be able to take time and smell the
Roses. | hope if you discover something of interest in your summer gar-
den you will share it with the members. Bring in samples.

The May meeting was one of History. Mike Mazzeo spoke on the
Preservation of an Eighteenth Century Home. Peggy did a fabulous talk
on how our project was part of a unity between the college and others.
Dr. Gottfried talked about Community Partnerships and our own Candice
Kelly spoke as the representative of the Commissioners on The Value of
Historical Resources to the Community. Thank all of them for taking time
to make our Dedication a great success. Also this event would not have
been complete without the wonderful committee Chairman Diane Kramer
and Peggy Schaumburg and their committee of Hostesses Ann Chab,
Ann Chadwick, Anne Clark, Betty Ann Coombs, Page Jackson, Gail
Manuel and Sandra Mitchell.

The June Affair (meeting) will be a lots of fun. Come, have fun, enjoy
a sip of the bubbly and the beautiful view while listening to David Gardiner
speak on The Port Tobacco River Conservation.

Remember July is time to enjoy a relaxing trip to the beautiful Laven-
der Farm with your best buddy.

Please RSVP to the Art Blooms at the Mattawoman to participate in
some way. Ask members who participated before what a great time we
had at such a gorgeous place.

Be active and make this the best club ever.

Sybil
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MINUTES FROM THE MAY MEETING

May 16, 2011

Friendship House, College of Southern Maryland, La Plata Campus

Call to Order: Sybil Alger called
the meeting to order at 1 p.m. and
led the membership in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Invited Guests were introduced by
Lucy Richmond for Sue Mont-
gomery and Paige Jackson for
Susan Lipton.

Sybil thanked coordinators Diane
Kramer and Peggy Schaumburg,
and hostesses Ann Chab, Ann
Chadwick, Anne Clark, Betty Ann
Coombs, Paige Jackson, Gail
Manual, and Sandra Mitchell.

The Minutes for the April 11,
2011 meeting were approved with
these corrections: 1. Maryland
House and Garden Tour, May 14
— Penn County should have been
Kent County. 2. Mary Beth men-
tioned that District II received a
bowl for the new garden club in
Hughesville, MD. This club will
serve Hughesville, Bryantown,
and Charlotte Hall areas in
Charles County as well as North-
ern St. Mary’s.

Treasurer’s Report — Michelle
Pence stated that the checking ac-
count balance as of April 1, 2011
was $10,305.35. There were no
receipts. Disbursements for South-
ern Maryland statuary Friendship
House garden, Newsletter, Clear-
water lunch/lavender trip incen-
tives, fundraising expenditures ,
and outstanding check #3128 to-
taled $1,267.76, leaving a balance
of $9,874.09. The savings account

balance as of April 1, 2011 was
$5,058.55, which reflects .21 in
earned interest. The Certificate of
Deposit balance as of March 31,
2011 was $10,275.80, which re-
flects $26.44 in earned interest.
Total cash on hand as of April 30,
2011 was $10,733.00 with esti-
mated total uncommitted funds of
$14,479.44.

There were no Officers’ Reports.
Committee Chair’s Reports:

Paige Jackson and Michelle Pence
reported the net sales for the
Fundraiser was $212.50. The plant
sale for Market Day at Port To-
bacco brought in $530.90.

Sybil encouraged members to pay
for their trip to Chadd’s Ford’s
lavender farm.

There was no other new business.
Announcements:

Judy Mudd mentioned upcoming
Maryland House and Garden Pil-
grimage Tours for Anne Arundel
County on May 21, and Prince
George’s County on May 22.

Sybil Alger and Lucy Richmond
announced the “Art Blooms at the
Mattawoman”, show title “On the
Water”, to be held July 24™. All
members can do a design to inter-
pret the art with no rules on De-
signs.

Members were encouraged to use
the “Sign In” sheet.

Mary Lilly announced the upcom-
ing Calvert County Garden Club’s
art interpretation event scheduled
for July 29", and encouraged
members’ participation.

Peggy Schaumberg explained a
committee was working on the
Beautification Award program
changes due to lack of participa-
tion from the community.

Ronda Goldman stated the Charles
County Commissions were receiv-
ing the Bay Wise Certification on
June 14,

Diane Kramer and Peggy Schaum-
berg received Sybil’s “Roses of
our Garden Club” award for their
active and outstanding involve-
ment.

Friendship House Dedication:

Sybil Alger, President, welcomed
everyone to the dedication of the
Friendship House Garden at the
College of Southern Maryland, La
Plata campus. Bonnie Castleberry
was recognized for her artwork for
the program’s cover design. A
special tribute was given to Peggy
Schaumburg and Diane Kramer
for their commitment to the pro-
ject from the beginning to the end
with the presentation of the Rae B.
Weeks Historic Preservation
Award’s silver bowl awarded to
the Charles County Garden Club
by the Federated Garden Clubs of
Maryland.
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Minutes Continued

The theme of “Coming Together” was
presented by Peggy Schaumburg, who
mentioned the book, It Takes a Village,
to underscore the involvement of many
organizations and people coming to-
gether to complete the project -- spe-
cifically, The College of Southern
Maryland and the Charles County His-
torical Society were mentioned as ac-
tive participants, along with the
Charles County Garden Club, to affect
the successful outcome of the garden.
Other successful partnerships that
CCGC had worked closely with in-
clude the Home and Garden Pilgrim-
age Committee in Baltimore; the Soci-
ety for the Restoration of Port To-
bacco; the Mount Carmel Monastery;
Christ Church, La Plata; Indian Head
Community Center; St. Ignatius
Church; Smallwood Retreat; and Saint
Thomas Manor.

Dr. Bradley Gottfried, President, Col-
lege of Southern Maryland, acknowl-
edged and seconded the importance of
community partnerships, especially
noting the combined enthusiasm and
resources that make these arrange-
ments amongst his most favorite pro-
jects. The history of Friendship House
was shared, paying special tribute to
the foresight of the Historical Society,
and the significance the Friendship
House will have toward enhancing the
heritage of Charles County that can be
available for thousands of people in the
future.

The preservation of an Eighteenth Cen-
tury Home was presented by Mike
Mazzeo, Chairman, Friendship House
Foundation, who detailed the owner-
ship from the 18" century to present.
Details were shared about the original
location in Nanjemoy and its move to
the present site on the CSM campus.

The Charles County Commissioners’
president, Candice Kelly, discussed the
value of historical resources to the
community, and the forward-thinking

individuals that should be commended
for their community involvement in
preserving our landmarks, especially
noting that it takes much longer for
government to act on these matters.

Commissioners Candice Kelly and
Commissioner Reuben Collins pre-
sented the Seal of Charles County to
Sybil Alger for the Garden Club. Sybil
stated it would be placed in the Port
Tobacco Courthouse Garden Club of-
fice.

A ribbon cutting at the Friendship
House Garden followed by served re-
freshments concluded the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Robinette Ross, Secretary

CONSERVATION
CORNER

by Betsy Parbouni

There is an event that is probably
of interest to all our members ...
and their friends. The County is
currently in the process of revising
the County’s Comprehensive Plan.

The 2012 Comprehensive Plan will
be the framework for land use,
growth management, rural/
agricultural policies, economic de-
velopment, water resources, natu-
ral environmental resources, com-
munity facilities, and energy effi-
ciency decisions through approxi-
mately 2040. The County must re-
view its Comprehensive Plan every
six years. The County’s latest Com-
prehensive Plan (the “current”
Comprehensive Plan) was com-
pleted in 2006.

As a concerned Charles County
resident, business owner or em-
ployee, or property owner, your in-
put is vital to the Comprehensive
Plan process. There are still sev-

eral opportunities for you to provide
your thoughts and ideas.

The easiest way to be heard (for
those of us who have access to a
computer is the ON-LineSurvey.
Every interested participant is en-
couraged to fill out an online Com-
prehensive Plan survey. This is an
excellent chance to provide your
opinions and ideas. You may
choose to share this information
with the public or submit your re-
sponses anonymously.

There are two Regional Visioning
Work Sessions still scheduled,
Bryans Road (May 26), and Nan-
jemoy (June 2). You get an oppor-
tunity to identify and refine Com-
prehensive Plan visions, goals, and
issues, and to begin to develop
land use options for the 2012 Com-
prehensive Plan.

These will be followed up with Re-
gional Design will focus on refin-
ing scenarios, including land use
concept maps and major policies.
Locations: North Point HS, New-
burg, Bryans Road, and Nanjemoy.
Dates TBD.

The scenarios developed will be
further refined and presented at an
Open House. Participants will be
invited to give additional comments
and input, and to select the sce-
nario (or combination of scenarios)
that will best serve the County
through 2040. Date and Location
TBD.

Recordings of public meetings can
be viewed at Charles County's

Digital Library.

Please take a minute and share
your personal future visions of our
county with those who will be mak-
ing public policy that will affect our
future.
http://www.charlescountyplan.org/
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LANDSCAPE DESIGN — JUNE

This month, I am writing about Hydrangeas because: 1.
They are very easy to grow, 2. They are easy to propa-
gate, 3. and if you plant several varieties you will have
blooms for 5 months (maybe longer) and you can cut and
dry the bloom for the winter. My mopheads are already
starting to bloom (5/27/11).

Hydrangea macrophylla, also known as mopheads

and French Hydrangeas are the most common
hydrangea grown in southern Maryland. These
are the hydrangeas that have blue or pink blos-
som depending on the acidity of the soil. Alka-
line soil will produce pink blossom and acid
soil will produce blue blossoms. The blossoms
bloom on old wood which is something that
you need to know when you go to prune the
branches. It likes morning sun and afternoon
shade or dappled shade all day and plenty of
water. [ am a tough-love gardener so I have a
tough time with this trait. It is also very easy
to propagate. About seven years ago, I pruned
my shrub and was too lazy to carry the
branches to the burn pile so I threw the
branches in another garden to decompose.
The next year [ had the most prolific bloomer
I have ever grown. Seven years later, it still is
prettier than the mother plant. About 10
vear s ago a new Vv
was developed. It looks the same as the origi-
nal but it blooms on old and new wood. This
aspect means that it blooms continually and
takes the guess-work out of when and how to
prune. Starts to bloom in late May or early

June.

H. arboresteniss AN
popular as the above hydrangea but in my
opinion is a bett
stunning white hydrangea, often producing
heads 10" in diam
grown in partial shade as the macrophylla and

can be grown as a hedge. This hydrangea can
continue to bloom until the fall and can be

pruned back severely to keep it neat. It will

bloom all season, as it blooms on new wood.

An i mproved ,annabel
produced by Proven Winner and is named
Incrediball Hydrangea.

., Annabel |l e" starts to

Hydrangea paniculatas - A beautiful paniculata,

and one of the most popular is the
,Limelight® . The hu
green, changing to white and ending with a

pinkish tinge. This shrub can be contained or

let to grow very large. It needs more sun then

the other hydrangeas and can be pruned any-

time except when it is sending out blooms.

The stems are very sturdy and the blossoms

don*"t fl op, when it

ties if they are not pruned correctly.

,Limelight starts to
I have ,Annabell e", , L1 me
nal ,Endl ess Summer . " I

Please email me (ann.draper(@verizon.net) if you

have any questions concerning this information or if
pyqu have ipfogmation abpupyejul fagogteshydrhgeamme r ,
that you would like to share with the club. I will pass

on the information next month.

Ann Draper

nmadaid ll e a

er shrub.

eter . Ann'

W[ AYSEAIKGE

Be sure to check out our website: charlescountygardenclub.org Webmaster: Melissa Willett
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Volunteers Roll Up Their Sleeves at
Clearwater Nature Center

Clearwater

[ Nature Center

OPEN DAILY ¥

I would like to personally thank the volun- &
teers who came out and helped with the butterfly &
- garden endeavor at the Clearwater Nature Cen- :

= ter at Cosca Regional Park in Clinton, on Satur-

day April 2, 2011. The nine of us worked under

overcast skies and the watchful eyes of owls, hawks and a gorgeous bald eagle that
are permanent residents of the
center living in protected enclosures behind the garden. These birds are not able to
be returned to the wild and are
part of the educational mission of the Center. A few will be visiting us during our
presentation in January.

The weather held out for us just long enough while we raked, cleared, weeded and carefully removed plants
for later transplanting back into the garden. We then worked in new topsoil in the central section of the butterfly
garden and broke for lunch just as the skies opened up. In the coming weeks we will have a chance to help with
putting in new plants that are being grown by the CNC Staff when they are ready.

Beth Wiszotkey, (pictured above) is the naturalist with the Center who originally put in the butterfly garden
and will be our guest lecturer for our birds program in January. She was on hand to direct and oversee the effort and
was thrilled with the result of all our hard work which will help rejuvinate the butterfly garden at the facility and she
showed her enthusiasm by treating us to a selection of delicious gourmet doughnuts from Miller Farm-Yum!!

Everyone had a great time working together side-by-side and sharing in the joy of early spring gardening; and
this effort makes it possible for us to have our birds program lecture with live raptors at no cost to our club. The day
was a total success and it was a genuine pleasure spending the morning and afternoon with fellow garden club
members at a lovely setting and toiling for a wonderful and mutually beneficial cause. Thanks you so much for all of
your time, your energy and your joyful camaraderie! Please come out to the Center to help with the spring planting
and just to visit this wonderful educational facility that serves our Southern Maryland region.

Many Thanks to Our Volunteers:

Bonnie Castleberry

Rhonda Goldman

Sandy Harrison

Margaret Mona

Michelle Pence

Melissa Willet along with her daughter
Elizabeth and Elizabethos
friend Savannah

With Much Gratitude and Heartfelt
Kudos for a Job Well Done!

Lisa Gillespie
Birds and Butterflies Committee Chair

Photos Courtesy of Sandy Harrison
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Design Shots

To get you thinking about this yeards Fall FIl ower Show, we
ber of design classes from | ast yeards sheow.t 6dsCofnwsn!der

Left , EOA ' E11 AODEASO &OAA 3 0AT Al
the Petite Award (Rosette of Blue and White Ribbon)

wi |
ent

4EA #1 AOOh O#AOEAAA ABtandingMiaturd A 3 &0
$AOECT OOET ¢ AAOGECT A0SO AET EAAdn ki " AOAO
EAECEOh xEAOE 10 AAPOES8O )

Right: Liz Shifflette placed first and received the Blue Ribbon for hd

design

4EA #1 AOOh O' OAAO 7AI1l 1T &£ #EEI (INe)
units, one smaller than the other, having a prominent component e

AT1T1TAAOGET ¢ OEA Oxi OITEOO AT A OAEAOOAA O AO O

$AOCECT AO6O AET EAA 1T £ PI AT O | AOGAOEAI 8

Dear Garden Club Members, | . ;
In winter | get up at night

A BayWise Certification Presentation will be held on And dress by yeIIow canst'ght
June 14, 2011, 9:30 am, on the main entrance lawn ¢ ;

the Charles County Government Building in LaPlata. N sSummer quite the other way,

The Charles County Commissioners will receive Bay
Wise Certification in recognition of the Béjendly I have to go to bed by day'

landscape practices used at the Government Buildingl have to go to bed and see

and around the county. We invite you to attend this The birds still hopping on the tree
function and hope you can join us. Please let me '

know who will be attending, as we would like to rec- Or hear the grownrup people's feet
ognize them and your organization. Still going past me in the street.
Looking forward to seeing someone from the Charles And does it not seem hard to you,

County Garden Club on June 14, -
ounty &arden lub on June When all the sky is clear and blue,

| remain, And | should like so much to play,
Sincerely, To have to go to bed by day?"
Diane Kramer, BayVise Committee - Robert Louis Stevenson, Bed in Summer

Charles County Master Gardeners ETC.

Gardenscape Editor: Mary Lilly A maryagnesl!| il |y @884-8829 com

A
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- Lisa Gillespie

Birds & Butterflies Committee Chair

Help the Birds Beat the Heat

As the temperatures start to rise, so too do the detrimental effects on our feathered friends.
Here are some strategies for helping our bird population cope with the heat more easily. Bird-
baths and fountains make great water sources for birds to drink from and bathe in. If you
want your bath to be for bathing, make sure the water isn't much deeper than an inch, birds
don't feel secure in deeper water. Drippers and Misters are a great way to attract birds like
sparrows, finches and hummingbirds, and they also help keep the water fresh in your bath!

Make sure you clean your bath regularly to prevent the spread of disease amongst the bird
population. Be sure to dump out old water, standing bird baths are breeding grounds for
mosquitoes and their larvae! Keep mosquitoes from breeding in your bath by adding a water
wiggler. This creates motion on the surface of the water that prevents mosquito larvae from
being able to breathe. Moving water also attracts birds! A mister is also a fun way to watch
birds cool off and bathe. Drippers provide fresh water and movement which birds love! There
are also environmentally safe solutions you can add to birdbaths to keep out the unhealthy

Beat the Heat & Summer“S" ...mmer s

flora too. All these things can be purch ased at wild bird stores. Try Dee's Wild bird lovers store
in Waldorf where CCGC members get a 10% discount. 2214 Crain Hwy. 301 -843 -2994.

Also The Hummingbirds Are Here !

Get your feeders ready because waves of migrating hummingbirds are already moving
through our area. Hummingbird migration routes are amazing feats of nature. Did you

know that the Ruby Throated Hummingbird flies 500 miles one way, non -stop, across the Gulf

of Mexico. And the Rufous Hummingbird flies 3000 miles on its route from Alaska to Mexico.
This is the longest route of any of the species of Hummer. Here are other fun facts about hum-
mingbirds and their migration!
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. Hummingbirds sense that it is time to migrate when the days grow shorter, not
weather changes.

>

. Males begin migration before females.
. Hummingbirds do not flock together during migration, there's no benefit from
avoiding predators because they're so small and fast.
. Ruby -throats arrive in April and usually leave in September.
. Normally Hummingbirds will consume twice their weight in nectar on a daily
basis.
. When Hummingbirds migrate this requires a significant increase in food con f

sumption because of the energy spent. They will aggressively protect hummingbird

feeders during their trip for this reason. They may stop along the way and spend

some time at a location that has a hummingbird feeder and protect it vigor -
ously. They will take advantage of late blooming flowers too.

So remember to keep your nectar fresh and change it every 2 -3 days and DO NOT add food
coloring. To make your own nectar mix 4 parts water to 1 part sugar. You don't need to boil
the water, just use hot tap water that will make the sugar dissolve completely. You can store
nectar in the fridge for weeks!

Happy Birding! Lisa

CALENDAR OF EVENTS fa theFEDERATED GARDEN CLUBSOF MARYLAND

ww.fgoofmd.arg

JUNE
1 Dorchester Garden Club presents Andrea Wulf, "The Founding Gardeners"

Eastern Shore Hospital Center, Cambridge, MD Tickets are $35 and include lunch, talk and book signing.
Call Clara Mae Stephens, 410-901-9744 or email csbs@comcast.net. Limited seating; reserve early!
3 Woodbrook-Murray Hill GardenClub' Not abl e Natives and City Connections?®o
Standard Flower Show 1:30-4:30
Vollmer Center at Cylburn Arboretum 4915 Greenspring Ave., Baltimore MD 21209
4 “Spread you Wings and Fly” 10 a.m. for children. Enter the exciting world of "Lepidoptera with Nicki Schwab
4-5 Hammond Harwood House Secret Garden Tour 1p.m.-5 p.m. Annapolis, MD
6 Plant Sale & Auction sponsored by Worcester County Garden Club 11:00a.m.
Calvin B. Taylor Museum 208 N. Main St., Berlin, MD 21811
Contact Joan Vetare 410-641-1305 Rain Date June 7
11 Monkton Garden Club Small Standard Flower Show
6-18 England 2011 House and Garden Tour
8 Kent Island Garden Club Flower Show O L e t T h e r HistoB&ChrM Clsuicle 6
18 Francis Scott Key Iris Society and District III Iris Show at Kenilworth
19 Father’s Day
21 First Day of Summer
23 Landscape Design Council Meeting 10:00 a.m. Ladew Gardens
30 State Office Closes
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ITEMS OF INTEREST

Ladies—there are numerous events planned with our club and our District I and State. Please take the time to review
all of the opportunities afforded to you - lots to learn, great shopping, and wonderful friendships and good food. Check
out the websites.

The Fundraiser Committee (formerly Ways and Means) will be offering gardening supplies for sale at our

June meeting. By popul ar demand, fAtlasardgenirg glévésdimsmall, c o u p
medi um, and | arge) and rain gauges. | f there are oth
(paige@jacksons.net pencem@comecast.net).

Paige and Michele

Gardgen Therapy syJen spotz

Liz Shifflette and | visited the Clark Senior Center recently to work with the Adult Seniors who are day visi-

tors. We had 14 students in our class. We brought all of the supplies needed and helped the Seniors to

plant Parsley and Oregano in clay pots, decorate the pots, and even watered them. We all had a great
time!
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June Meeting

]u]yﬁip - No Meeting

Garden Party
Monday, June 13, 2011
5:00 p.m.

Safe Harbor
Home of Tessa Echols

Port Tobacco, Maryland

Presenter: Mr. David Gardiner
Port Tobacco River Conservation

Coordinators: Bobbie Baldus

Hostesses: Carpentier, G.; Higdon; Jackson, C.; Lan-

caster; Matthews; Smith; Webber

Please call/email Sybil Alger to confirm your
attendance

Lavender Farm Trip

| f you have sign

paid, please get your payment to Mic

| f you are inter:

up yet, there are still a few spots re

This would be a grwaygeth one of yc

children, a grandchild or even your s
sure to be a great time!



